Eco-home shows way
to affordable housmg
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ANCIENT building skills being re-
vived by north Dorsel crafismen
contld the key to low-cost
“green” homes in the counry,

A new house being built in Fife-
head Neville lzq.' Gresnwood Fu-
tures, run by Steve King of Shafics-
bury, is claimed to be opeanswer to
Dorset’s affordable-housing short-
age.

The povate company has been
constructing a timber frame for the
energy-efficient ecobuilding in the
barn of the Dorset Cenime for Rural
Skills at Farrington,

The centre was setup last year,
under  the leadership of Rob
Buckley, 1o create Jlmrnm.lmm fin-
chllthes For traditional building, pot-
tery, smithoraft, glass-blowing and
weaving, with leciure rooms and
other  facilities demonstrati
low-impact, . low-enerry i
Iow-enat susmainable buoildi

Last week the Greonwood team
tranaported the beams and jolsts io
a site at Filehead Neville owmned by
a private client, W clad the main
strueture which ook only thres
days (o create,

Mr King said: "This:way we can
provide: sustainable rural employ-
meni by L eople in guality
wnnmmrkmnhgfelzan alan increase
the witlue of the timber bein
tracted from local woodland, H:h
is the cheapest it has ever 11c¢|\ at
the  moment,” by using it for
low-cost lonsing.

“We can trn and educate
sellf-build groups inlow-cost hows-
ing. Keeping rural skills alive and
creatng mﬂuﬂu{m: at the same
time, with the potentiil of at least
1,000 jobz in the South West.™

The cost of housing built in this
way is about two-thirds that of a
conventional hullding, The project
witg o demonstration  for local
councils, which  have  already
backed the idea. The Drorset Cente

BEAM TEAM: Steve Hing, right, walches colleagues James Ross, fefl, Chris and Dave Waldon assarmnide tha trmbwer
Trame for an-enargy-efficient buikding st Fifahead Neville.

for Rormal Skills has Leader Plus
funding to' help meet it= aims of
sustainable development, and ne-
gotiations are in hand to set up a
co-operative o continue  dm-
ber=framed seif= baild.

“Wi are addressing the erisis in
rural bonzing by developing - prac-
tical, simple and tradition
vironmental technigques,” said ‘r'l:r
King, a local farmer's son who-was
concerned about the loss of the
environment and stadicd sustain-

;able development ‘and woddland

management at Bristal,

"Thix i= our fourth pilor. We have
done two in Ireland, and the e
ceptinn huilding at the Dorset
Centre for Rural & >

Colleague James Boss built the
environment  cenire near Costle
Cary in Somersel from Douglas fin

the same ovpe of wood s Ltsed at
Fifehead Meville,

Mr King said: “This bas come
from & private woodland at Fovant,
near Salisbury, which is heing re-
stored  into aneiont semi-natural
woadiand.

“The frame will be clad with a
bieathing membrane, and then
with western red cedar, which the
Targe svawmills cannot handle. They

are American mees which were Lim-
ported in the 19th Century to make
pit props, and bave recently had (o
be used in hiph volume, low-vale
ll;fi&;e!s instead of being used loc-
ally,

@ ANYONE interested in becoming
involved in the self-build projec
can conlucl Steve King on 01747
H1 1,



